
Is my research subject to Export Administration Regulations?

Is the research 
contractually restricted 

for: 
Access, publication, 

dissemination, or National 
Security?

Will the research produce 
or use specific information 

necessary to “develop,” 
“produce,” or “use” a 

product?

Is any of the technology 
for that product listed in 
the Commerce Control 

List?

Fundamental Research
NOT SUBJECT TO EAR

Proprietary Research 
NOT SUBJECT TO EAR

NO LICENSE REQUIRED
(foreign nationals can participate)

Restricted Research
SUBJECT TO EAR99

Sanctioned Country Restrictions:
Cuba, Iran, North Korea, Sudan, Syria

Research Subject to EAR
Technology Control Plan required

LICENSE DETERMINATION REQUIRED 
(for foreign national participation)

Does the research topic include:
Weapons of Mass Destruction
Missile Technology
Encryption Technology
Significant Military Equipment

YES

NO

NO NO NO

YES YES YES

EAR Decision Process

NOTES:
“Development” is related to all stages prior to serial production, such as design, design research, design analysis, 
design concepts, assembly and testing of prototypes, pilot production schemes, design data, process of transforming 
design data into a product, configuration design, integration design, layouts.
“Production” means all production stages such as product engineering, manufacture, integrations, assembly, 
mounting, inspection, testing, quality assurance.
“Use” Operation, installation (including on-site installation), maintenance (checking), repair, overhaul, and refurbishing.

This material is adapted from the content of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 
(Virginia Tech), Office of Export and Secure Research Compliance, EAR Decision Tree.  UCF 

appreciates Virginia Tech granting permission to use, and alter this information.


